The use of cardiac pacemakers in the treatment of patients with complete heart block has increased greatly over the past two years in the United States, France, Germany, and Scandinavia and to a less extent also in the British Isles. In order to obtain some basic data concerning the clinical situation and performance of pacemakers in Britain a survey was carried out in cooperation between the Institute of Cardiology, the Ministry of Health, and the agents for all types of pacemakers available. The survey was retrospective and covered every pacemaker sold in Britain between 1 April 1965 and 31 March 1966 inclusive.
Cardiac Pacemakers-Sowton EBLRn 13 (Johansson, 1966) while paced patients have a one-year mortality of only 10-15% (Chardack, 1967; Sowton, 1967) it seems likely that the number of paced patients in Britain will continue to increase rapidly. It is to be hoped that improvements in pacemaker design and manufacture will continue, and will be matched by an increasing standard of implantation and followup care.
Summary and Conclusions A retrospective survey of all cardiac pacemakers sold over a 12-month period in Britain was carried out and an 81 % return achieved.
Of the pacing systems which failed the cause was not the generator itself in 43 % of cases.
About one in every three patients stopped pacing before the pacemaker was replaced.
Attempts should be made to improve follow-up procedures for paced patients.
Thanks are due to the suppliers of the pacemakers concerned and to the many physicians, surgeons, and technicians who completed and returned the very full questionary.
